






Four April 22, 197& 

Student reports on Sioux City Conference 
by James Lehr 

The night before I left Omaha to attend the Con
ference on Student Unrest and Drug Abuse in South 
Sioux City, Nebraska, I carefully reviewed every book 
that I had on drugs. These were my "final prepara
tions" to make sure that I would be able to contribute 
somewhat intelligently to any discussion concerning 
drug abuse. 

people regardless of what group they represented. The 
purpose was tQ get in the spirit of discussion, become 
familiar with other delegates. and very generally de
fine the problems of student unrest. 

"Central team", consisting of the stUdents, teachers, 
administrators, parents, and security aids fr om Cen_ 
tral, met together to outline the problems that par. 
ticularly affected Central. These meetings of the 
Central team held many surprises for me, as well as 
everyone else that took part. 

The very first thing I found out upon arrival, 
however, was that the emphasis was on student unrest, 
not drug abuse. So started my experiences from 
Thursday, April 9 to Sunday, April 12. 

By now, much of the early skepticism that I had 
had for the conference was vanishing. Everyone 
seemed more serious, and the problems seemed more 
urgent than I had expected. Maybe something would 
actually be done. 

Friday, we broke up into "role groups," in other 
words, the students all met together, just as all of the 
teachers met together, and so on. Even more work was 
accomplished here. I think that all groups, in the 
end, found that they generally agreed upon the basic 
problems. 

Although simple respect for the other members of 
the team was usually maintained, everyone �w �a �~� able 
to speak more openly, and with more honesty than is 
usually possible. It was this atmosphere of blull :ness 
that enabled the Central team to accomplish so much 
in such little time. The insights that were thel'rfore 
gained into other people's thoughts were essent ial to 
our progress. 

In all, there were five groups of people repre
senting Omaha public schools at the conference: stu
dents, teachers, administrators, parents, and security 
aides. Hopefully, in the three full days that we were 
there, we would define the problems related to student 
unrest at Central, and make proposals f{lr solutions to 
deal with them. 

Staff members of the National Education Associa
tion and the Omaha Education Association advised 
that Thursday night we should attempt a "maximum
mix"-a temporary breakdown into small divisions of 

Friday afternoon, all of the five groups met to
gether to discuss and compare the conclusions that had 
been reached. Again, there was general agreement 
between all of the role groups about the problems of 
student unrest. 

The final thought that I was left with is the idea 
of "teamwork." Not the "teamwork" that you hear 
about everyday from the basketball coach, the football 
coach, or even your teacher, until you get sick to your 
stomach-but something else. 

If everyone can maintain their interest in the prob· 
lems and more importantly, maintain the same atmos
phere {If honesty and openness, along with the coopera
tion that I felt in Sioux City, something will be dune. 

But it was on Saturday and Sunday that most of 
the important work was done. On these days, the 

Earth Day comes to Central Ware to attend NASA-NSTA
Sponsored science congress Today is Earth Day. Envi

ronmental teach-ins are sched
uled in schools throughout the 
country. Central is no excep
tion. A committee of �s�t�u�d�~�n�t�s� 

consisting of Sarah Newman, 
Lynn Baumgartner, Ann Hodg
son, Frank Kaiman, and David 
Larson has planned an all
school assembly second and 
third hours in the auditorium. 

Two speakers from Fontenelle 
Forest are scheduled. Mr. Cur
tis D. Abdouch, chief natural
ist, and MT. Charles Gibilisco, 
student naturalist and U.N.O. 
student, will speak on the eco
logical crisis. 

Frank Kaiman set up the dis
play of literature in the trophy 
case. Ciommittee members also 
made the pQsters which are seen 
around the school about ecology. 
Teacher sponsors include Mr. 
Harold Eggen, Mr. Arnold 
Weintraub, and Mr. John Wil
liams. 

Science a,nd social studies 
teachers have been asked to dis
cuss ecology today in their 
classes. Sarah Newman stated 
that the teach-in is "for the 
purpose of informing the stu
dent body about overpopulation 
and pollution. You can't have 
action if you're not informed." 

The idea of the national en
vironmental teach-in originated 
with SenatQr Gaylord Nelson of 
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Wisconsin. Senator Nelson is 
co-chairman of the national 
teach-in. However, most of the 
leadership is assumed by stu
dents. High schools are being 
emphasized because as Sarah 
says, "it's the last place where 
everybody's together." 

Sarah mentioned a slide pres
entation as a future program 

and PQssibly a clean-up of a 
littered area as a project. There 
are at least two other teach-ins 
scheduled in Omaha. Westside 
High School will have a series 
of speakers from 1 p.m. to 5 
p.m. The Universi:ty of Ne
braska at Omaha has a teach
in which lasts throughout the 
day. 

Debaters go to NFL Congress 
Nine Central High debaters, 

appointed by the Cellitral deba.te 
coach, Mr. Arnold Weintroub, 
will take part in the National 
Forensic League Student COIlo
gress, April 25, at Mercy High 
School. 

The event enables high school 
students to participate in a 
mock congress, and debate bills 
similar to those actually argued 
in the U.S. Congress. 

Central will send three rep
resentatives-Jim Kirshenbaum, 
Jim Lehr, and Larry Williams; 
and six house representatives
Greg Wees, Annette Loch, Ben
net Rodick, Debbie Simon. Julie 
Frank, and Frank Kaiman. 

Ten bills, which were pro
posed and voted on by the stu
dents, will be presented on the 
Student Congress roster. The 
students are allowed tQ make 
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five three-minute speeches on 
the bills discussed throughout 
the four 40 minute sessions. 

Trophies are awarded to the 
best presiding officers of the 
senate and the house, and to the 
outstanding representatives of 
both chambers. The stUdent 
voted outstanding senator will 
go on to the National Student 
Congress held in Shawnee Mis
sion, Missouri, June 16. A 
sweepstakes award is given to 
the school receiving the most 
�~�w�a�r�d�s�.� 

The guest speaker for the 
event will be John Hlavacek, 
a candidate for Congress �f�~�o�m� 
the Second District. 
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Fredrick Ware, a senior at 
Central, will be one of the 20 

high school students to attend 
the NASA-NSTA Youth Science 
Congress in Denver on April 29 

through May 1. The conference 
is sponsored jointly by the 
National Space Administration 
and the National Science Teach
ers Association. 

Each student who applied to 

the conference submitted a re
search project. Fred's project 
involved the effects of an ac
celerated environment on ' the 
metabolism of mice. 

The students will give pres
entations of their projects to 
a panel of teachers and sci en-

tists who will make cri ticisms 
on the presentation. The pro
gram will also include a tour 
of the Martin Marietta Curpo
ration where the students wil l 
be introduced to certain asppcts 
of space experimentation. 

Further plans include a tour of 
the Surgical Research Lat.'lIra
tory and Transplant Unit of 
the University of Colorado 
Medical Center . On Thursday 
evening a banquet will be �h �~ �l�d�.� 
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