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Omaha High School Inaugurates-IT raditi9nsl i 
Senior Fairsl Debate Societies Highlight-Times 
• In the work-a-day world of our 

educational institution, other forms of 
mental stimulation and social activi
ties besides studying, reading, writing, 
and arithmetic must be offered for 
the students' intellectual satisfaction. 

In keeping with this premise, Cen
tral High School has always been a 
leader among schools in the area of 
extra-curricular activities. Perhaps 
more than anything else, what the 
students themselves do in their three 
or four years at CHS ip. these various 
organizations is truly the prime ingre
dient in the concoction of the tradi
tions of Central High School. 

Among the girls of Omaha High 
School in the first quarter of the 
1900's was a great thirst for knowl
edge which went beyond the class
room. These students wanted very 
much to hold programs and lectures 
discussing literature, art, history, and 
music. 

Third in a series by Ron Wolfson 
twenty male singers, the group was with thousands and thousands of blue 
replaced in 1906 by a boys' octet. corn flowers, with golden centers, the 
Although both clubs were relatively colors of the classes (ie, '06), the stairs 
successful, the first genuine OHS carpeted with rugs and decorated with 
Glee Club (male) was founded in pillows." 
1909. A Girls' Glee Club was to fol- Athletics has always played an im
low in September of 1914. AlI of the portant role in the drama of CHS. 
vocal organizations performed for stu- The Booster Club, organized in 1908, 
dent assemblies and various social provided an opportunity for boys and 
functions in the city. girls to support the Purple and White. 

The OHS Band was started in In 1910, the first cheerleaders were 
1902 under the supervision of the selected from the group. It is inter
Omaha High School Battalion. The esting to note that they were both 
First Annual OHS Vaudeville was boys. 
presented in 1914 and included eight But, the girls had their part in ath
acts of singing, rope-swinging stunts, letics too. Besides the girls' basketball 

and hockey teams, the Racquet Club 
of 1911 gave the female students a 
chance to play the most popular wom
en's sport of the day. 

Eagles Rout -Ashland 

sisted of eight seniors, six juniors, four 
sophomores, and two freshmen, "the 
number being divided equally be
tween girls and boys, for the high 
school recognized equal suffrage, in 
this case at least." . 

With the coming of J. G. Masters, 
principal for 24 years, the new clubs, 
some of which still remain today, 
came into existence. Some were: the 
Neynas Spanish Club, I.e Cercle 
Francais, the Engineering Society, the 
Mathematics Society, the Bachelor's 
Club, the Keen Key Klickers(type), the 
Greenwich Villagers, and the Girls' 
Athletic Association. In 1921, Prin
cipal Masters founded the National 
Honor Society at Central. 

This reporter has only skimmed the 
surface of a sea of traditions. In the 
next issue of the Register, the "new 
clubs," the teachers, the alumni, and 
the future of Central High School 
will be discussed. 

Choir Announc.s R.sults 
01 Ba"y Plctur.s _ Cont.st 

"You Must Have Been A Beautiful 

Baby" has been the popular song of 
A Cappella'Choir members during the 
last week. This song reflected their 
feelings during the First Annual A 
Cappella Choir Baby Contest. 

After much - consideration and 
thought, the judge, Miss Patricia Da
vid, selected the winners. The win
ners included: Cynthia Clinchard, 
The Cutest Baby; Tim Seastedt and 
Dalienne Majors, the Coiniest CQu
pIe; Ron Wiseman and Gretchen Juf
fer, The Cutest Couple; Amy · Brod
key, the Prettiest Baby Girl; Mr. L. 
IX Schuler; 'the Handsomest Boy; 
Marge Siref, the Most Changed Baby; 
and Lanette Metoyer, The Least 
Changed Baby. 

The contest was organized and 
planned by Mark Zalkin, choir presi
dent, and· Shari Hess. Choir members 
were asked to submit a picture of 
themselves when they were-not over 
five years of age. The pictures were 
then displayed on the bulletin board 
outside of the vocal music office. 

Friday, May 14, 1967 

Because it was a bright December 
thaw 

and the wind blew shirtslecve 
weather, 

we were outdoors, kicking I('aves that 
autumn left behind. 

And when we reached ti, e graveyard 
gates, 

we became mock pil grims- soklllnly 
touching 

the transplanted roses, ano tracing the 
rain-worn creases of the stOlW, reo 

peating 

deep syllables to the grass ;1110 sky. 

And as the sun came closer w(· for. 
got 

this earth was a stranger 

and spoke drowsily, strelt-Lcu the 
length _ 

of the grave, melting into �~�r�a �, �l�.� 

So when the afternoon \Va, .·plit by 
the cry of a boy, 

we remained stone angels, but 
watch.ed 

with widened eyes. 
Literary and Debate Societies 

.. The majority of these literary so
cieties for girls originated in the year 
1903. The Margaret Fuller Society, 
the Elaine Society, the Hawthorne 
Society, the Pleiades Society, the Len
inger Travel Club, the Priscilla Alden 
Society, the Frances Willard Society, 
and the Browning SOCiety attracted a 
great number of girls to their various 
literary and social occasions through
out the school year. 

The Omaha High School football 
team was the State Champion in 
1909. The high point of the season 
must have been when they beat Ash
land, Nebraska 131-0, averaging one 
touchdown every one and one fourth 
minutes. 

For the child screamed wildl .. · ol'er 
the headstones 

Central Collects 300 Books··for Nigeria 
In 1912, the Boosters' Club was re

organized into the first Student Asso
ciation which still exists today. For 
$1.50 a student was entitled to "free 
admission into football, basketball, 
and baseball games, track meets, de-

photo by Maynard Forbes bates, and all such contests." 

It all began last fall after a meeting 
of the International Relations Club. 
Mr. Timothy Adebayou, an Omaha 
University exchange student from Ni
geria, and a former Central student 
teacher, had spoken to the club about 
his native land and the problems it 
faced as an emerging nation. 

J. G. Masters The Purple Legion, formed of boys One of the members of the club 
suggested that perhaps Central stu
dents might be encouraged to donate 
books, which Mr. Adebayou would 
loan to Nigerian teenagers. 

The- boys of OHS in 1902 were 
very concerned with the issues of the 
times. Therefore, debating societies 
came into existence for the purpose 
of debating, oratorial work, and gen
eral study of literature. The four boys 
clubs were the Lincoln, Demos
thenian, Ciresonian, and Webster De
bating Societies. 

Latin and German Clubs 
The organizations served as the 

basic foundation for the post-class
room activities for many years. In 
1916, however, the Laurel Debating 
Girls Club was founded, and because 
the male debating clubs had excess 
memberships, the Athenian Debating 
Society was organized in 1909. 

The OHS Latin Society was organ
ized in 1903 for sophomores, juniors, 
and seniors to broaden their study of 
the language. A German Society was 
also in existence in 1904. Deutscher 
Verein gave students of German an 

_ extra two hours per week to study the 
language and customs of Germany. 

The majority of these societies 
ceased to function after 1919, al
though the Lininger Travel Club ex
isted until the late 1920's. 

Music Clubs 
Music has always had an important 

position in the stature of Central High 
School. The Orpheus Club of 1903 
was the first musical organization of 
Omaha High School. Consisting of 

comic sketches, and card tricks. The 
Cadet Offi cers Club and the Band 
collaborated to produce the shows 
for many years to come. A few years 
following the Vaudevill e, the variety 
presentation acquired the name "Road 
Show." 

A Cappella and Villagers 
In the early 1900's the OHS Or

chestra had its beginnings, and in 
1931 the first A Cappella Choir of 
Central High School was organized. 
Beginning in 1920, both groups began 
giving annual concerts and presenting 
a yearly Opera in addition to the An
nual Senior Plays. 

The range of clubs in the first de
cade of the century also included the 
Art Society of 1908 which became the 
Greenwich Villagers in 1922, a Grad
uate Club in 1907 which actually held 
classes for graduates visiting or living 
in Omaha, the College Club of 1909 
for Junior girls interested in univer
sity opportunities, and the Domestic 
Science Club for girls which offered 
health and homemaking lectures. 

Senior Fair Attraction 
An interesting feature of the 1906-

1915 years was the annual Senior 
Fair. One day would be set aside 
when the seniors would decorate every 
inch of the school and set up booths 
and plays for the enjoyment of their 
fellow students and the public. A 
quote from the 1906 Register Annual 
describes "the white walls festooned 

CENTRAL'S FAVORITE 

�S�A�N�D�Y�~�S� ESCAPE 

6031 Binney Street 

Featuring ... 

Fri., April 7-MISFITS & 5 ENDS 
Sat., April 8-6 FORTUNES & 5 ORPHANS 
Fri., April 14-6 FORTUNES & BLUE RUINS 
Sat., April 15-CHEVRONS & BLUE RUINS 
Fri., April 21-THINGIES & WONDERS 
Sat., April 22-THINGIES & 7 LEGENDS 
Fri., April 23-6 MISFITS & FORTES 

$1.25 
$1.25 
$1.25 
$1.25 
$1.25 
$1.25 
$1.25 

in white shirts and white ducks and 
purple sashes, sponsored a school
wide contest in 1927 to find a symbol 
for Central's school spirit. The Amer
ican eagle was chosen as the winner. 

Equality in Student Council 
The first Student Council of OHS 

was organized in 1913 by Miss Kate 
A. McHugh, principal, for the purpose· 
of supplying a means of interchanging 
ideas between principal, faculty, and 
student body. The first Council con-

That was several months ago, and 
today there are nearly three hundred 
volumes ready for Mr. Adebayou. Stu
dents were discouraged from bringing 
detective, western or spy books in the 
belief that these books would only 
serve to perpetuate stereotyped con
cepts of Americans. Instead, a wide 

SAVE 2c per GALLON-REGULAR 
SA VE 3c per' GALLON-ETHYL 

on TURNER'S Gasoline 
16th & Webster 24th & Leavenwarth 

�~� '\Mi.ster '\::!!J DONUT 

44 Different Kinds - All Hand Cut 
8010 Dodge St. 
Open 24 Hours 
393·8010 

311 So. 16 
Open 7:30 till 6 

345-1733 

BRIGHT COLORED TIRE STRIPES 
Vulcanized on Your Sidewalls 

Red - White - Green - Blue 
Gold - Tangerine 

ONE HOUR SERVICE ON 5 TIRES 
$3.25 per Tire (One Stripe) 

5.00 per Tire (Two Stripes) 

AlI Work Guaranteed 

"MR. WHITEWALL11 

3308 Leavenworth 348-0907 

SHIRT JACS 

�W�i�~�h� the arrival of warm weather, Hght
weight clothes are a necessity for keeping 
your "cooL" 

TULLYS has the answer in light-weight 
clothes in the SHIRT JAC. 

This young pacesetter comes in knits, cot
tons and banlons in an assortment of 
colors and styles. From $4.00 to $14.95. 

TUll YS 

variety of books was collected, includ
ing history texts and children's story
books. 

"It is our hope that in a SIhall way 
we will help Nigeria youth to form 
a better understanding of us," com
mented IRe- president Joel Epstein. 
The club intends to correspond with 
Mr. Adebayou in order to see how 
their project progresses. This is the 
first time a project of this nature has 
been undertaken at Central. 

Gilmore Visits Club 
At the German Club meeting Mon

day, April 3, ·Linda �G�i�l�m�o�~�e� showed 
slides and spoke about her trip to 
Germany. A participant in the Exper
iment in International Living, Linda 
was selected to go to Moers, Germ
any, last summer. 

The Westside senior's trip began in 
Vermont, where she studied German 
at the Putney Intensive Language 
Training Center 'in June. Although 
she had spoken no German previously, 
by the end of the session Linda spoke 
the language "rather brokenly." 

July was spent with her German 
family. Linda said this was the favor
ite part of her trip because she be
came closely attached to them, espec
ially her three "sisters." It was in the 
town of Moers that Linda felt that 
she really had "a good look at German 
lif " e. 

During August, Linda and her 
Genilan sisters traveled over Germany. 
This trip was made with nine other 
"Experimenters" and their German 
brothers and sisters. The group vis
ited the Cologne Cathedral, the Lore
lei on the Rhine River, and Strasburg, 
France. 

WHY WAIT 
Many Months for 
Your Class Ring? 

From $14.88 Hers 
$16.88 . His 

Pay Monthly-or Weekly 
Have your own high school ring 
for any class year with your 
choice of emblems. 
5 to 8 week delivery guaranteed 
COME SEE WHAT'S NEW IN 

CLASS RINGS AT 

BRODKEY 
EDWARDS 

JEWELRY CO. 
201 So. 15th 

4812 So. 24th 
327 So. 16th 

and ran back through thc il y 

as we watched, stone-faced. 

Arms awkward with fear, [l mnn 
caught 

and cradled the child and tLy 
walked raggedly , 

to a waiting girl 

her face flowered Witll tear,. 

We arose and found the stones �I�'�.�'�~ �r�e� 

another language 

and the grass drew back at our p,I)S· 

ing, curling brown 
around the tombs 

and we stepped from the gr[l I'{· ::.Il ·d 
into the afternoon. 

by Carla Rir;>ey 

by Mary Jane Luther 
." ... frantic attempts to grab my 

breath." 

A MORBID THOUGHT 
My laughter spilled into the air 
I made frantic attempts to grab :11\ 

breath 
But 

I fail ed 
And so 

I died 
laughing 

• • 
by Jacque Hom 

• 
Tonight your words have crossed my 

palm 
Spelling out fear in a strange lan

guage 

of time imprinted on the eye. 

And as my eyes are lost in the crater, 
of your thought 

you trace the story of a red moon oyer 
Vancouver 

spitting blood into tll e sky. 
And the moon is caught in tll is near· 

ethereal three a.m. 
when I-starting half- awake 
to walk the stairs, and turning . 
to see death in a mirror. 
(so I meet my own white face 
breathing poppies of death through 

the glass.) 
by Carla Rippey 

TAKECHI'S 
GIFTS & JEWELRY 

Pierced Earrings 
Unusual Oriental Gifts 

1510 Farnam 

DIPPY DONUTS 
54th and Military Ave. 

48 Varieties Open 168 Hours a Week 


