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Scrappy Eagle Hoopsters Snatch ,First Victo 

tJilPllowans Blast 
The battle 0' b<awn �:�~�:�:�t� '::: Omahans for 

was staged during the half of the V 
North-Central. basketball game, and 51-' 34 Ilctory 
predictions held true as the muscle 
men fought to their second straight 
win. The wrestling team was all over 
the fioor as they edged the journal­
ism staff 1-0 in their annual "basket .. 
ball game." 

At times the bone-twisters forgot 
about the game and contented them­
selves with trying out new holds on 
their opponents. Rules of the game 
w{ire forgotten as Leonard Rosen and 
his �p�a�l�s �~� ran interference. ahead of 
the ball carrier. 

Little Mike Abboud supplied the 
scoring punch for the wrestlers as he 
dropped in a free throw, awarded to 
him as a result of a clipping penalty 
near mid court. The crowd cheered 
when Alan Simon was forced to re­
tire from the game due to hurt feel­
ings. Al missed a shot and the type­
writer punchers banished him from 
the contest. 

The wrestlers' will have most of 
their team back for next year's ses­
sion, but alas, the journalism staff 
will have to recruit a new five since 
all the regulars will be lost through 
graduation. 

• • • 
There is a growing suspicion in the 

minds of sports observers that the 
short man may be on his way out on 
the basketball court. In college and 
professional ranks the tall man has 
definitely jumped into the spotlight. 

, He··CJl.n 'control rebounds and is very 
�e�f�f�e�c�t �i�v�'�E�i �" �i�~ �t�-�r�a�n�g�e� shooting. Ap­
parently, all a m'mt& .ll::day coach has 
to do in order to develop -a 'gC'9d team 
is find a few towering fellows, tei.:ch 
them basketball rules, and send them 
out on the court. 

In high .school cage play, it cer­
tainly is an' advantage to have one 
or more tall lads on your squad. Most 
boys of high school age have not yet 

- attained full muscular coordination. 
�~�- �~ �'�l�'�h�u�s �i �' �a �- �t�a�-�l�l� high school player is apt 

to be on the clumsy side and is easier 
to offset by a clever short man. 

r 

To make good in college and pro­
fessional play, a short man must be 
very speedy and an exceptional shot. 
For the most part, a short player 
cannot out-jump an opponent whQ 
towers six to eight inches above him. 

Don Sirles may be classed as very 
short (speaking in terms of the aver­
age present day cagers.) yet he, be­
cause of his speed and sharp-shoot­
ing, is as effective as most tall men. 
Also Don has shown that he can take 
many balls away from the taller men 
by being quick and alert. There are 
enough short cagers around to insure 
that the tall players will not com­
pletely dominate the game of basket­
ball. 

• • • 
The O-Club, headed by Don Sirles, 

' is planning its annual initiation for 
new members who have paid their 
dues. The next meeting of the club 
will also feature the election of .new 
officers for the second semester. 

,Bowling • • I 

The Gunners stayed on top in the 
Boys' Bowling League Wednesday by 
taking a close split decision from 
the Four Aces. Pinheads moved into 
second place by taking two out of 
three from the Kingpins. The Alley 
Cats were dropped to third place due 
'to a surprisingly strong showing 
from the all season cellar dwellers, 
Lucky Strikes. The Strikes swept all 
three from the Alley Cats to move 
within one game from the cellar. 

Tom Bernstein of the Pinheads 
killed two birds with one stone as 
he shattered two previous records.' 
Tom fired .a single game of 219 to 
replace Jim Madden's early season 
213. As of Wednesday, Bernstein also 
owns the highest individual series 
record with a nifty 546. Pinheads re­
placed Four Aces for the high team 
series with a 635. 

STANDIN.GS 

1. Gunners _ _ . __ ._. ___ .... 
W. 
14 

2. Pinheads _. __ ._._ ... _._ 12 
3. Alley Cats ..... _ .. _ ... _ .......... 11 
.4. Four Aces _ __ ._........... 9 
5. Kingpins ..... _ .. _ .... _ ... _._ 9 
6. Lucky Strikes _._ .. _._.... 8 

mGHFIVE 

L. 
7 
9 

10 
12 
12 
13 

1. Tommie Bernstein, Pinheads ... 156 
2. Jim Madden, Four Aces_._ 151 
3. Dale Auwerter, Kingpins_ ...... 137 
4. Bill Lincoln, Four Aces .... ____ 134 
5. Alec Merriam, Four Aces ___ l a4 

Center Luse Suffers 
Injury as Mates Yield 
To Slashing Offense 

Victory �n�u �~ �b�e�r� eight for Sioux 
City, and defeat number five for 
Omaha Central-that pretty well 
sums up any explanations that can be 
given for the 51-34 blast handed the 
Eagles by the torrid Iowans last 
Friday. 

And it was just as simple as that. 
The better team won, as all will 
agree, but not without a fight. Ac­
cording to past performances this 
year, any team that defeats the 
Eagles by 17 points has to be the bet-
ter team. 

Maroons Leads 8-0 
According to the score books, the 

Corn State lads were in there punch­
ing before the Centralites could get 
their gloves on. The Little Maroons 
battered -the Eagles with -leads of 8-0 
and 11-2 in the first quarter. John 
Jones and Don Sirles, the boys who 
led the losers with 10 and 14 points, 
respectively, cashed in for two points 
each to end the first stanza, trailing 
11-4. 

Win or lose, a dark shadow was 
cast over the game by the lpss of 
Gary Luse, who suffered a badly 
sprained ankle halfway 'through the 
fourth quarter. Center Luse wHI. 
probably be out for a goodly share 
of -the sea.son, if not for its duration. 

.. - . The game had little standout bas­
ketball to offer. But Keith Warner 
and Chuck Daniels of the home team 
are two individuals whose cage tac­
tics are hard to duplicate in any 
league. Warner was the big gun, scor­
ing 20 points during the evening, and 
Daniels' lightning speed provided 
the hottest i t on in the fire. 

Soo City Defense Leaky 
The Maroon defense was somewhat 

leaky, as proved by the Eagles' fairly 
good offensive showing, but the Sioux 

"Citians' scoring more than duplicated 
any Purple efforts to close the gap. 

The Purples trailed by margins of 
25-14 and 37-21 at the half and 
third .quarters. The victors garnered 
almost all their points on close-in 
plays and set-ups. 

In the second team . opener, the 
Eagle reserves copped a tough over­
time assignment, 43-39. Hutchins 
found the pay cage for the two ty­
ing points in the closing seconds of 
regular play, and Bill Moores scored 
four points for the victory margin iil 
the overtime. 

A. Li Matmen Upset 
Eagle Grapplers, 25-14 

Central High's always powerful 
wrestling team received their sever­
est blow of the seas')n Friday night 
in the Abraham Lincoln gym. The 
Eagle grapplers, loaded with substi­
tutes in the various weight divisions, 
took a 25 .. 14 shellacking. Records 
show that this is the first time in 
wrestling history that an A. L. team 
has been able to defeat the always­
strong Eagles. 

The Eagle matmen won only four 
of the eleven contests. Jerry Davis 
was the first Centraiite to put the 
Eagles in the scoring column; Jerry 
won the 112 pound decision over 
Ken Kimball, 4 .. 0. 

Ronnie Abboud tied the count in a 
match which turned out to be the 
thriller of the evening. Ronnie's 9-8 
decision over Ed Smith kept the fans 
on their toes throughout the match. 
Mike Abboud kept the Eagle winning 
hopes alive when he pinned Larry 
Knotek in 3: 20 in the 133 pound 
match. At this time the Purple and 
White held thei-r only lead of the 
match, 11-9. 

However, this lead quickly van­
ished because the Eagles were unable 
to win anot her match till Leonard 
Rosen won a walloping 7-1 verdict 
in the final heavyweight contest. 

Central's Joe Radicia dropped a 
close decision to Orville McGee in 
the 145 scrap. Bob Knapple and Rob­
in Nordell were substitutes in the 155 
and 165 matches respectively. Both 
Knapple and Nordell tried gallantly 
to produce Victories but the lack of 
experience proved to be costly. Knap­
pIe was lIinned in 2: 58, Nordell in 
2:4.? 

SIRLES stretches . 

Matmen Drop North 
Tourney to Packers-

Central doffed its crown to South, 
the 1951 champions of the North In­
vitational tournament, Saturday, De­
cember 22, as the Packers ended the 
Eagle two y'ear term as ruler of the 
Nortli �~�e �~ �t �:� . . " 

The Eagles ended up only five 
points from the first place South 
grapplers, but they finished in the 
fourth position behind Thomas Jef­
ferson and Tech. 

Tech would have snatched the title 
from South in the last minutes of the 
tournament if Tech could have pulled 
the heavyweight championship out of 
the fire. Tee Jay's heavy took the 
bout from Tech to cinch .the North 
crown for South grapplers. 

Although the Eagles ended in the 
fourth slot, they nefted more indi­
vidual championships than any of ' 
the other schools. Two of the win­
ning Centralites are owners of three 
straight titles. They are Jerry Davis, 
112-pound champjon, and Ronnie 
Abboud, 120. Each won titles in '49 
and '50 in lighter weight �c�l�~�s�s �e �s�.� 

Ronnie's kin, Mike, proved him­
self ruler of all the 133 pounders, 
and Joe Radicia, 145, gained glory 
for himself and his alma mater by 
capturing the crown of his weight 
division. Joe and Mike both seized 
their first individual title at North 
this year. 

/ 

Gym 'Jeans 
By Jean Bangston 

Every Monday and Tuesday after 
school, the Music Box is crowded 
with Central's bowling enthusiasts. 
This is when the girls' bowling 
leagues compete for top honors in 
both high �~ �e�a�m� scores and high per­
sonal ratings. The 29 teams have 
been bowling now for five weeks. . 

The volleyball tQurnament is con­
tinuing but due to the unusually 
large number of teams that have 
signed up, each team has played ap­
prOximately only two games. Each 
Friday night after school the teams 
playoff their scheduled games. The 
teams are divided' into freshman 
sophomore, junior, and senior �c�l�a�s�~� 
groups; thus the different classes 
compete against each other. The 
winning team of each class diviSion 
will playoff for the final top position. 

Carole Nygaard presided at the 
last G.A.A. meeting held on Tu'es­
day, January 15, in Room 145. A 
musical program was planned in 
which Pat Burke tap danced and 
Sandy Koenig played for community 
singing. 

As might be expected, this past 
week has been spent in drilling and 
testing in the gym classes. Pushups 
and other exercises are now expected 
events in the life of a normal gym 
jean, while �b�a�s �~ �e�t�b�a�l�l� drills are also 
included in the course of a day's 
schedule. 

The Pel' Squad will soon be clad 
in their complete uniforms which 
will consist of beanies, purple col­
lars, white sweaters, and purple 
skirts. At their last meeting of Janu­
ary 8, it was voted on to charter 
busses for tonight's game in Lincoln, 
so everyone come to Lincoln and 
cheer Central's team on to Victory. 

- Courtesy World-Herald 
, but ball gets away. 

Eagles Will Meet 
lincoln Tonight 

The Central High basketball team 
has not played the role of a spoiler 
this year, but tonight the cagers have 
a good chance of upsetting Lincoln 
Central, the fourth rated team in Ne­
braska, on the capitol school's fiool'. 

The Eagles will attempt to down 
Lincoln's high scoring machine, 
mostly through the efforts of Don 
Sirles, hustling guard. However, the 
Purples will be pestered by Dean 
Sloan and C. W. Perry, two outstand­
ing boys who have been high scorers 
all season. 

Central, being rated sixth in Ne­
braska, has won only one game, 
against North; but the ball-bouncers 
were precariously close to Tech and 
almollt defeated Benson at the first 
of the season. 

Sirles, the team's leader and high· 
est scorer, will be backed by two out­
standing juniors, Jerry Bartley and 
Rodney Wead. Jerry is starting, to 
hit the basket more frequently, and 
"Big Wead" is colleating many re­
bounds for the' squad. 

Jack Lewis and John Jones should 
aid the team considerably to surprise 
the Links, for they have shown 
through the first six games that their 
first thought is basketball. Maurie 
Rule, big center on the team, has not 
lived up to early expectations; al­
though he should improve as the sea­
son moves along. Other players in 
the line-up include Doug Little, Sam 
Wilson, Skippy �C�a�r�l�s�o�n �~� and Bill 
Moores. 

Reserve Basketmen 
Gain league lead 

The vars.itY basketball team turns 
green with envy when they look at 
the record of their littl e b'rothers, the 
Reserves. Dropping the opener to 
Tech, _Coach Karabatsos' boys have 
won five of their last fi ve starts and 
share the top spot in the league with 
the Maroons. 

Last Friday provided the most 
thrilling game of the season as the 
Eagles came from behind to whip the 
Sioux City team, 43-39, in an over­
time period. Norman Hudgins tied 
the game up and Bill Moores hit two 
field goals in the extra period to 
clinch the game. 

The littl e Eagles are strong in all 
positions and have plenty of depth, a 
factor most teams lack. Unable to hit 
the basket at Tech, the team has re­
bounded for five conVincing wins. 
The highli ght of the seaspn came at 
Abraham Lincoln, when the reserves 
thoroughly trounced the Lynx 42-
28. ' 

Towering ChUck Boetel and Red 
Thomas are the leading point-getters 
on the team with 32 markers apiece. 
Roger Taylor and K en Kornik are 
close behind and Bill �M�o�o�r�~�s� s com­
ing up strong. 

Friday night the reserves will meet 
the highly rated Lincoln Central 
team. The boys from the Capitol City 
inva.ded Omaha a week ago and man­
aged to stall out a win over TeCh's 
league leading fi ve. The littl e Eagles 
also will be seeking revenge over last 
year's licking. 

Sirles Sparks �(�~�n�t�r�a�l� (age Squad 
To 32-25 Triumph Ov.er Norseme 

INTERCITY STANDINGS . 
W. .L. - Pct. 

Creighton Prep 6 1 .857 
Benson �~�"�'�-�-�" �. �' �- �. �" �"�- �"� ... -'-'-"- 4 1 .800 
Tech _ ... _ ... _ ... __ .. _ ....... _ .. - 4 1 .800 
Abraham Lincoln .. _._ 2 1 .667 
South _ ... _ .... __ .. _ .... _ ...• 1 3 • .250 
Central -... �- �. �~� ... -.--.- .- 1 4 .200 
North ..... _ .... _ .... _-._ ... _.- 0 5 .000 
Thomas Jefferson .. -....• 0 2 .000 

Abe lynx Overcome 
Early Purple Margin 
To Grab 43-36 Win 

The Central basketball team was 
crowned' Intercity champs Friday, 
December 21 ... of the first quarter 
basketball teams. The Eagles dropped 
a 42-36 decision to Abraham Lin­
coln. 

The Eagle cage crew resembled a 
precision-like machine on both of­
fense and defent e as they held the 
potent Lynx to three free throws and 
one basket during the first quarter. 
The Eagles, in the meantime, gar­
nered eleven points to lead at the 
end of the first period, 11-5. 

Then the "Nebraska jinx" hit the 
Purple squ.ad. The Eagle cagers suf­
fered the familiar second quarter re­
lapse as the tall and powerful Council 
Bluffs boys scored 20 �p�o�.�~�t�s� while 
holding the Marquis men to eleven 
markers. The teams left for the half 
time rest with the Lynx holding a 
comfortable 25-16 margin. 

After the half, the Eagles' matched 
the Iowans pOint for point with Don 
"Old Faithful" Sirles sparking the of­
fense. A. L ., led by 6' 4" Dick Hender-

'-son, wh6 would be welcomed on any 
cage squad, and John Kates protect­
ed their nine point bulge as both 
crews scored seven markers during 
It- �q�u�i�~�t� third period. 

Sirles started the final period with 
a quick bucket to shave the lead to 
seven pOints. Then Henderson, a 
thorn in the Eagle hide all evening, 
garnered four points to put a damper 
on the Purple hopes. 

But "the never say die Eagles: ' led 
by Jerry Bart ley and Moe Rule, cut 
the margin to four points with about 
two minutes left, the closest they 
had been since the second quarter. 
Henderson saved the day again 'as he 
chalked up two free throws to ice the 
game 42-36 for the Abe Lynx. 

Henderson led ,the scoring with 16 
markers and also was the main cog 
in A. L . 's defense. Again, Donnie 
Sirles was the Eagle standout. He 
sparked Central's offense with 14 
pOints . 

In the opener, the Eagle reserves 
smashed the A, L . juniors, 42-29. 

Central' I Triggermen 

T rlmple South,' A. L. 
The Eagles' ROTC sharpshooters 

conquered, the South High shooters 
by outpointing them, '869-627, Tues­
day, January 8, on the Central rifie 
range. 

Central's gunslingers own a rec­
ord of four wins and one loss; the 
first and only loss was credited to 
the Vikings. . 

Team captain Don Olson was top 
man on the E'agles' totem pole with 
the score of 183 out of a possible 200. 
Al Sharpe took second place in the 
contest and tied scores with South's 
first place Robert Irban at 178. Em­
manuel Papadakis finished third for 
the Eagles with 172 points and' Bob 
Troyer followed Emmanuel by one 
point to end up fourth with a score 
of 171. 

The South match concluded the 
first round in intercity competition 
for the Eagles. 

Don Olson again was high, scorer 
with 189 points as the Eagles outshot 
Abraham Lincoln, 897-810, in the 
last match before vacation. 

The Central 
took a brief upswing last week. 

The occasion was the first 
victory in five starts this season, 
initial lashing being handed 

. North with a score of 32-25. The 
tory was a long-overdue "U.Ll"' Jli1l1on 
for Central fans,' still smarting 
the four setbacks from Tech, 
A. L., and Creighton in their 

. contests in the current season. 
The game was held in the 

pIe gym, �T �~ �e�s�d�a�y�,� January 8, but 
fact that it was held in the 
didn't add any extra-good baSket 
to the scene. I t. was rather a case 
which ,one quintet could OU.-"a.Ll UIUl_ 
the other, but for the first time 
season the Purples were effective 
their bid for the rebounds. 

Central Leads 11-4 

During the first eight minutes 
home team threw out �t�~�e� Vikin g 
and promptly marched to an 11-4 
lead; then, in very ' gentlemanly 
ner, sat back with their head in 
clouds and let the Northerners fi 
the hoop for six points while 
Eagles were satisfied with three 
the second stanza. , 

That brought the half time 
the Eagles leading by a close 14-1 

As far as personalities were 
cerned, Bill Englehardt for 
and Donnie Sirles for the 
provided the big guns. Sirles, 
managed top billing on the 
and basketball scenes his junior 
satisfied everyone of his 
over brother Bill in the hoop 
also. 

Sirles Leading Scorer 

Englehardt scored 11 
while Sirles was compiling 14, 
the North ace played remarkabl, 
considering that he didn't really 
gin to fight until after half time. 

'Period number three saw 
Eagles come to lite again fo 
pOints and pull well ahead by 26 
By this time if was evident, 
that Central's standout John 
wasn't having too successful an 
noon. John managed a meek 
pOints for the entire contest. 
Wead and Maury Rule, both ""UU'I'M._ 
held .the victors together with 
fine cage play. 

In the fourth quarter, 
and Englehardt garnered foul 
ber fi ve and were sent from the game 
just as their mates were beginning 
to play some fast basketball. The Vi­
kings totaled nine points to seven 
for the Central crew, but North 
couldn't manage the rally they need­
ed. 

The 'reserves made the Central 
win percentage 1,000 when they cap­
tured the night cap. 

During the ha.lf time Register staff ­
wrestling team basketball classic, the 
newspapermen managed three bas­
kets to defeat the high1y favored 
bonebenders, 6-1. Alan Simon paced 
the victors 'flth three markers. 
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FLOWERS 
Floral Arrange.:nents 
and Decorations 

_ of Distinction 
LARGEST SELECTION OF 

CORSAGES ••••• from $1.50 up 

ROSS 
Farnam at 34th AT 8300 

Private Parking 

MAKE 

L YNS' Your Florist 
FLOWERS FOR THE MILITARY BALL 

Corsages in the Modern Style 
to Fit Your Budget 

Convenient Location - 24TH and DODGE 
Phone JAckson 2545 
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